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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 18, 20 - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Michelson et al. (US 665730 B1) in view of Yamamoto (US 5991276). 

Regarding claims 18, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of an ATM name 
system (ANS) (column 3, lines 38 - 58) for use in a network system which carries out a 
conference between calling and destined conference room terminals through an ATM 
(Asynchronous Transfer Mode) network, the ANS being located in an additional network 
different from the ATM network (column 1 , lines 1 7 - 49; column 3, lines 38 - 67; 
column 4, lines 1 - 9) and; Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly a connector 
between the calling conference room terminals and the ANS; and processing means for 
processing the request for address resolution sent from the calling conference room 
terminal through the additional network to resolve an AESA related to the destined 
conference room terminal on the ATM network and to thereby make the calling 
conference room terminal establish a connection between the destined conference 
room terminal by the use of the resolved AESA. Yamamoto discloses the limitation a 
connector between the calling conference room terminals and the ANS (Fig. 2; 
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elements 8a, 9a, 7a, 7b, 10; column 3, lines 1 - 20); and processing means for 
processing the request for address resolution sent from the calling conference room 
terminal through the additional network to resolve an AESA related to the destined 
conference room terminal on the ATM network and to thereby make the calling 
conference room terminal establish a connection between the destined conference 
room terminal by the use of the resolved AESA (column 3, lines 1 - 33). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Michelson et al. to include a connector between the calling conference room 
terminals and the ANS; and processing means for processing the request for address 
resolution sent from the calling conference room terminal through the additional network 
to resolve an AESA related to the destined conference room terminal on the ATM 
network and to thereby make the calling conference room terminal establish a 
connection between the destined conference room terminal by the use of the resolved 
AESA such as that taught by Yamamoto in order to order to provide a multipoint 
videoconference system which efficiently delivers video and voice information along 
with various types of material data to realize a more realistic teleconferencing 
environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, see column 1 , lines 58 - 61). 

Regarding claim 20, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of an ATM name 
(column 3, lines 38 - 58) system as claimed in claimed wherein the processing means 
resolves the AESA (column 5, lines 46 - 55). Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly 
the processing means resolves the AESA assigned to the destined conference room 
terminal. Yamamoto discloses the limitation of the processing means resolves the 
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AESA assigned to the destined conference room terminal (Fig. 2, column 3, lines 1 - 
33). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Michelson et al. to include Michelson et al. do not 
disclose expressly the processing means resolves the AESA assigned to the destined 
conference room terminal such as that taught by Yamamoto in order to order to provide 
a multipoint videoconference system which efficiently delivers video and voice 
information along with various types of material data to realize a more realistic 
teleconferencing environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, see column 1, lines 58- 
61). 

Regarding claims 21 , 29, 30, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of an ATM 
name system as claimed in claimed wherein the processing means resolves the AESA 
(column 6, lines 24 - 31). Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly wherein the 
processing means resolves the AESA assigned to a multipoint conference unit (MCU). 
Yamamoto discloses the limitation of wherein the processing means resolves the AESA 
assigned to a multipoint conference unit (MCU) (Fig. 2, elements 7a, 7b; column 4, lines 
3-15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Michelson et al. to include a wherein the processing 
means resolves the AESA assigned to a multipoint conference unit (MCU) such as that 
taught by Yamamoto in order to provide a multipoint videoconference system which 
efficiently delivers video and voice information along with various types of material data 
to realize a more realistic teleconferencing environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, 
see column 1 , lines 58 - 61 ). 
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Regarding claim 22, Michelson et al, disclose the limitation of an ATM 
name system as claimed in claim 18, wherein the calling and the destined conference 
room terminals are connected by SVC (Switched Virtual Connection) (column 1 , lines 
57 - 62). 

Regarding claims 23, 24, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of an ATM name 
system (ANS) for use in a network system which carries out a conference between 
calling and destined conference room terminals connected by PVC (Permanent Virtual 
Connection) through an ATM (Asynchronous Transfer Mode) network (column 2, lines 9 
-11; lines 16 - 30), comprising: a storage for storing PVC data (column 2, lines 48 - 
59), Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly a storage for storing PVC data 
concerned with the destined conference room terminal to resolve a channel number, a 
VPI, and VCI; and processing means for processing the PVC data so as to establish the 
PVC between the calling and the destined conference room terminals by resolving the 
channel number, the VPI, and the VCI when the conference is requested. Yamamoto 
discloses the limitation a storage for storing PVC data concerned with the destined 
conference room terminal to resolve a channel number, a VPI, and VCI (Fig. 8, column 
8, lines 64 - 67; column 9, lines 1-11; column 7, lines 1 9 - 35); and processing means 
for processing the PVC data so as to establish the PVC between the calling and the 
destined conference room terminals by resolving the channel number, the VPI, and the 
VCI when the conference is requested (column 6, lines 1 - 8; column 7, lines 19 - 35). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Michelson et al. to include a storage for storing PVC data 
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concerned with the destined conference room terminal to resolve a channel number, a 
VPI, and VCI; and processing means for processing the PVC data so as to establish the 
PVC between the calling and the destined conference room terminals by resolving the 
channel number, the VPI, and the VCI when the conference is requested such as that 
taught by Yamamoto in order to provide a multipoint videoconference system which 
efficiently delivers video and voice information along with various types of material data 
to realize a more realistic teleconferencing environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, 
see column 1 , lines 58 - 61 ). 

Regarding claims 25, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of a network system 
as claimed in claim 24, wherein the address is an AESA (ATM end system address) 
which is assigned to a selected one of the conference room terminals and which is 
stored as the address resolution data in the storage (column 5, lines 46 - 55). 

Regarding claim 26, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of a network system 
as claimed in claimed wherein the address is specified as an ASEA (ATM end system 
address) (column 6, lines 24 - 31 ); Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly as 
claimed in claimed wherein the address is specified as an ASEA (ATM end system 
address) which is assigned to a selected one of the conference room terminals and 
which is stored as the address resolution data in the storage. Yamamoto discloses the 
limitation expressly as claimed in claimed wherein the address is specified as an ASEA 
(ATM end system address) which is assigned to a selected one of the conference room 
terminals and which is stored as the address resolution data in the storage (column 7, 
lines 1 9 - 35; column 8, lines 64-67; column 9, lines 1 - 1 1 ). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Michelson et al. to include claimed in claimed wherein the address is specified as an 
ASEA (ATM end system address) which is assigned to a selected one of the conference 
room terminals and which is stored as the address resolution data in the storage as that 
taught by Yamamoto in order to provide a multipoint videoconference system which 
efficiently delivers video and voice information along with various types of material data 
to realize a more realistic teleconferencing environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, 
see column 1 , lines 58 - 61 ). 

Regarding claim 27, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of a network system 
as claimed in claim 24, Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly wherein the ANS is 
connected to each conference room terminal through a LAN (Local area network) 
different from the ATM network. Yamamoto discloses the limitation of each conference 
room terminal through a LAN (Local area network) different from the ATM network 
(column 4, lines 28 - 31). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Michelson et al. to include wherein the ANS 
is connected to each conference room terminal through a LAN (Local area network) 
different from the ATM network as that taught by Yamamoto in order to provide a 
multipoint videoconference system which efficiently delivers video and voice information 
along with various types of material data to realize a more realistic teleconferencing 
environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, see column 1 , lines 58 - 61 ). 
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Regarding claims 28, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of a network system 
as claimed in claimed wherein the storage stores the address resolution data which 
have no hierarchical structure and which therefore uniquely define each conference 
room terminal (column 5, lines 65 - 67; column 5, lines 1-11). 

Regarding claim 31, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of an ATM name 
(column 3, lines 38 - 58) system as claimed in claimed wherein the storage section 
further comprises: a topology database for storing a topology of each conference room 
terminal in the network system (column 5, lines 1 - 15); and a connection database for 
storing a connection relationship between the calling and the destined conference room 
terminals (column 6, lines 24 - 31); the processing means monitoring the conference 
with referring to the topology and the connection relationship stored in the topology and 
the connection databases (column 6, lines 43 - 57). 

Regarding claims 32, Michelson et al. disclose the limitation of a network system 
as claimed in claim 31 , Michelson et al. do not disclose expressly wherein the storage 
further comprises: a reservation database for storing reservation data concerned with a 
reservation of the conference; and a connection database for storing connection data 
concerned with a connection path used in the conference. Yamamoto discloses the 
limitation of wherein the storage further comprises: a reservation database for storing 
reservation data concerned with a reservation of the conference (Fig. 9, column 9, lines 
22 - 24); and a connection database for storing connection data concerned with a 
connection path used in the conference (Fig. 9, column 9, lines 24 - 31). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify Michelson et al. to include wherein the storage further comprises: a reservation 
database for storing reservation data concerned with a reservation of the conference; 
and a connection database for storing connection data concerned with a connection 
path used in the conference as that taught by Yamamoto in order to provide a multipoint 
videoconference system which efficiently delivers video and voice information along 
with various types of material data to realize a more realistic teleconferencing 
environment (as suggested by Yamamoto, see column 1 , lines 58 - 61). 

3. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Michelson et al. (US 6665730 B1) and Yamamoto (US 5991276), as applied to claims 1 
-13, 17,18, 20 - 32 above in further view of Wang et al. (US 6636505 B1). 

Regarding claim 19, both Michelson et al. and Yamamoto fail to disclose the 
limitation of an ATM network system as claimed in claimed wherein the additional 
network is an intranet. Wang et al. disclose the limitation of an ATM network system as 
claimed in claimed wherein the additional network is an intranet (Fig. 6, column 10, lines 
55 - 59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify both Michelson et al. and Yamamoto to include an ATM 
network system as claimed in claimed wherein the additional network is an intranet such 
as that taught by Wang et al. in order to provide a method for automatically provisioning 
a broadband communication service to a subscriber having a broadband modem (as 
suggested by Wang et al., see column 1 , lines 9-11). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-17 are allowed. Prior art of record, in single or in combination, do not 
expressly disclose processing means operated when ANS is called from the calling 
conference room terminals and thereafter receives the request for address resolution 
sent from the calling conference room terminal, for processing the request to resolve 
the AESA of the destined conference room terminal by referring to the storage by the 
use of the room name and to send a resolved AESA to the calling conference room 
terminal and to thereby make the calling conference room terminal establish a 
connection between the destined conference room terminal by the use of the resolved 
AESA; by sending the resolved AESA of each of the calling and the destined 
conference room terminals from the ANS to the MCU and by making the MCU establish 
connections between the MCU and the respectively conference room terminals 
attending the multipoint conference.. And 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Lee whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3131 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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